
Camp Zama’s Women’s Equality Day 
Observance will be held at 3 p.m. on Aug. 
22 at the Community Activity Center. SEE 
PAGE 4

VETERANS AFFAIRS REP TO VISIT ZAMAWOMEN’S EQUALITY DAY OBSERVANCE

To get the scoop on the latest news from around Camp Zama, like us at facebook.com/USAGJ
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Radiohead, Stone Roses, 
Jack White and more shake 
Japan at this year’s Fuji 
Rock Festival. See Page 8.

Attendees at Camp Zama’s Bon Odori Festival wear traditional “Hyottoko” masks on the back of their heads as they wait for their turn to perform traditional Japanese Bon dances. The 53rd annual Bon Odori Festival at Camp Zama was held Aug. 
4 and drew more than 30,000 visitors to the open-installation event. The festival culminated with more than 1,000 people dancing in sync, circled around a large, ornate wooden tower at the installation’s Rambler Field. Also included in the 
festivities were live music, food, games and a fireworks finale.   U.S. Army photo by Tetsuo Nakahara    SEE MORE, PAGE 2  

A Veterans Affairs overseas coordinator 
will be at Camp Zama Sept. 6 and 7. You 
can schedule an appointment to discuss 
your veteran’s benefits.  SEE PAGE 4

All eyes on Bon Odori Festival
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The 53rd annual Bon Odori Festival 

at Camp Zama culminated Aug. 4 with 
more than a 1,000 people performing the 
moves of traditional Japanese dances in 
sync, circled around a large, ornate wooden 
tower erected at the installation’s Rambler 
Field.

The festival is consistently the largest 
bilateral event of the year for U.S. 
Army Japan, this year attracting more 
than 30,000 visitors to the installation. 
This year’s Bon Odori featured live 
entertainment, games, food, bilateral 
sports, and a fireworks show.

“As a member of this neighborhood, 
we look forward to coming to the Bon 
Festival every year,” said Tsuyoshi Iwashita, 
a Zama City resident. “I’ve been coming 
to this festival since I was a child, and now 
I bring my own children here, so this is a 
special event for Zama citizens. I enjoy the 
American atmosphere the most.”

Bon Odori is a favorite among both the 
American and Japanese communities, as it 
combines the traditional elements of the 
Japanese ancestral Bon season and elements 
of American summer fairs. Bon season is a 
Buddhist holiday that honors the departed 
spirits of one’s ancestors. The tradition 
dates back more than 500 years.

In addition to food and musical 

Bon Odori draws 30,000 visitors to Camp Zama
The Best of the Fest

Community members perform the moves of a traditional Japanese Bon dance on a tower at Rambler Field during Camp Zama’s 53rd annual Bon Odori Festival, held here Aug. 4. 
More than 30,000 people attended the event. U.S. Army photos by Tetsuo Nakahara

performances, a UH-60 Black Hawk 
helicopter from USARJ’s 78th Aviation 
Battalion was displayed on the grounds, 
attracting numerous Japanese bystanders.

As the sun set, the dancing began 
around the Bon tower, preempted by 
opening remarks from Col. Eric D. Tilley, 
commander of U.S. Army Garrison Japan, 
and Col. Takeshi Ishimaru, commander of 
the Japan Ground Self-Defense Force’s 4th 
Engineer Group.

The crowd, which included local 
and Camp Zama community members, 
U.S. Soldiers and JGSDF members, 
danced together in a large circle to the 
traditional, pounding beats provided by the 
“Ryuodaiko” drum team.

“Today’s event is of special importance, 
because it demonstrates the bilateral 
friendship between the U.S. and our host 
nation of Japan – for Soldiers, civilians and 
family members,” said Tilley during his 
remarks. “To all of you in the Camp Zama 
community, especially our neighbors in 
Zama and Sagamihara cities, we wish you 
happiness and good spirits.”

Many of the participants danced while 
wearing traditional Japanese summer 
kimonos, or yukatas, after having learned 
the moves from volunteer instructors who 
offered free lessons in the weeks leading up 
to the festival. 

The dancing lasted for two hours, and 
concluded with a massive fireworks display.

A guitarist performs onstage at Camp Zama’s Yano 
Field Aug. 4 as part of the entertainment lineup for the 
installation’s Bon Odori Festival.
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By 1st Lt. Todd Miguel
35th CSSB

This installment of recurring articles 
about the “USARJ Words to Live By” does 
not fit neatly into one of the philosophy’s 
five tenants. Rather, it outlines an enduring 
legacy that the Samurais of the 35th 
Combat Sustainment Support Battalion 
established back in 1994 and continue 
today. We like to call it “The Sixth Tenant: 
Actions Speak Louder than Words.”

Each month, Soldiers from the 35th 
CSSB visit a local orphanage in support 
of the unit’s community relations and 
outreach mission, while simultaneously 
reaffirming the command group’s emphasis 
on Soldier volunteerism and community 
involvement. 

Leadership from the unit and 
its ministry team visit the Aikei-kai 
Orphanage, located in Machida City. This 
has been a standing tradition between the 
unit and the orphanage since 1994, when 
the unit was known as the 35th Service and 
Supply Bn.

The Aikei-kai Orphanage is a home that 
specializes in the care of young children 
ranging from the stages of infancy through 
the toddler years. Originally, the Aikei-
kai Orphanage was called the Sato Infant 
Home and was located in Komae Town, 
Tokyo. 

In February of 1950, Etsuo Sato, a 
medical doctor at the time, founded the 
home. Sato’s keen and prescient vision of 

Unit’s actions in sync with U.S. Army Japan’s ‘Words to Live By’
the necessity of sound development for 
infants under the social condition at the 
time gave rise to the creation of the home. 
The Sato Infant Home was renamed the 
Aikei-kai Infant Home in 1958 and was 
moved to its current location of Machida 
City in 1961. 

Each visit to Aikei-kai starts off with the 
traditional welcoming of the Soldiers by 
some of the orphanage’s key staff members. 
During the most recent visit, the Soldiers 
were given a tour of the facility. 

The tour began with our Soldiers 
visiting the classrooms for the older 
children at the home. Here in these 
classrooms, certified staff members begin 
the educational process of forming the 
toddlers’ basic language skills. The tour 
also consisted of a visit to the infant crib 
room, sleeping quarters and the children’s 
dining area, and concluded at the children’s 
playing area. The playing area is where the 
Soldiers do most of the interacting with the 
children.

The limited age group that children are 
allowed to live at the orphanage leads to 
new encounters with each visit. Initially, 
Soldiers are welcomed into the playing area 
with scrutiny and trepidation from the 
toddlers. However, the children’s curiosity 
and intrigue always seem to emerge 
quickly, and soon enough the children 
begin to trust and interact with their 
newfound American friends. 

Capt. Jason J. Vivian, commander of 
Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 

35th CSSB, described his experiences at 
the orphanage.

“With every visit I always see new faces, 
and every new face requires us to earn 
a new child’s trust and acceptance, and 
every new visit challenges us to re-earn 
this trust,” said Vivian. “Some of the kids 
are easier to win over than others. But 
no matter how shy they may be in the 
beginning, when it comes time for us to 
leave, the real challenge is always the same 
– having to say goodbye.”

Over the years, the 35 CSSB’s volunteer 
service with the orphanage has grown 
beyond monthly visits. The unit collects 
donations throughout the year in order 
to purchase supplies such as diapers and 
clothes for the children.

A traditional visit has now grown 
to include other special events such as 
the Aikei-kai Christmas Party, at which 
Soldiers from the unit give presents for 
each child at the home. The relationship 
fostered between the two organizations 
has held host to a multitude of Soldier 
involvement, affecting the lives and 
impressions of hundreds of Japanese 
children over the span of 18 years.

Upon reflection, maybe the legacy our 
Samurai brothers and sisters established 
18 years ago relates to some of the Words 
to Live By. The 35th CSSB certainly is, 
and has been, “doing what is right” and 
“practicing the Golden Rule” in each 
of these visits to Aikei-kai over the past 
generation. However, the best parallel 

may be about the mandate to “develop 
tomorrow’s leaders.”

We are sure that some of the young 
Soldiers of all ranks who made the first 
unit visit to Aikei-kai back in 1994 are 
still serving in our Army. We certainly 
know they are 18 years older than they 
were in 1994, by sheer age, but we think 
they are 18 years stronger, better, more 
compassionate, and more culturally aware 
due to these visits. 

So, we applaud those who have 
gone before us – for their foresight in 
establishing this relationship with Aikei-
kai in 1994. We trust that there was a 
young private or lieutenant who visited the 
children back in 1994, and who is now a 
senior leader in our Army – and a better 
and more culturally astute leader because 
of his or her visits to Aikei-kai. 

We also trust that there were young 
Japanese boys and girls who were positively 
influenced by these visits from the 
Samurai, and that they are now leaders and 
role models in their respective communities 
here in Japan.

This is a powerful legacy, developing 
tomorrow’s leaders, in both our U.S. 
formations and in our host nation. We 
think the Samurai of 2012 are building 
leaders for the next generation – quietly 
and steadily. We hope our actions are more 
powerful than any words in this article, 
and we hope our actions inspire others 
to continue to embrace and internalize 
USARJ’s Words to Live By.

School meals from AAFES will meet new nutrition standards 
By Sgt. 1st Class Jon Cupp
Exchange Pacific Region Public Affairs

CAMP FOSTER, Japan – As students return to class 
this fall on bases in Okinawa, mainland Japan and Korea, 
they will find new healthy choices in their school cafeterias 
with meals provided by the Army and Air Force Exchange 
Service.

The Exchange will be serving healthy meals for 
Department of Defense schools that meet new federal 
nutrition standards, ensuring the meals are well-balanced 
and provide students all the nutrition they need to succeed 
at school, said Craig Masek, food program specialist for 
the Exchange’s Pacific Region.

School meals offer students milk, fruits, vegetables, 
meat and meat alternatives, and grains, and they must 
meet strict limits for calories and saturated fat.

Starting this fall, school lunches will meet additional 
standards requiring:

• Age-appropriate calorie ranges
• Larger servings of vegetables and fruits (students must 

take at least one serving of a fruit or vegetable)
• A wider variety of vegetables, including legumes, dark 

green and red or orange varieties
• Fat-free or 1 percent milk (flavored milk must be 

fat-free)
• More whole grains
• Less sodium
“We’re always working to offer students in the Pacific 

region healthier and tastier choices,” said Masek. “In 
addition to meeting new nutrition standards, we’re spicing 
up our school lunch menu with items that have been 
specifically chosen for their mass appeal and that we can 
make with less sodium and reduced fat.” 

A few new selections students will see this fall include 
black bean quesadillas, chicken parmesan, turkey hot dogs 

and frozen fruit juice swirl cups, he added. 
Some whole-grain choices added this year are whole-

wheat tortillas (also in tomato and spinach flavor), whole-
grain pierogies and whole-grain chicken egg rolls, along 
with many other selections.

Another change for the school lunch program in the 
fall includes a new Meal Payment Plus App that allows 
parents to track their child’s school lunch balance. The 
Meal Pay Plus site where parents paid for their children’s 
school lunch has been changed to My Meal Payment Plus 
and can now be found at www.mypaymentsplus.com. The 
old Meal Pay Plus site address automatically defaults to the 
new address.

In addition to paying their children’s balance online, 
parents can also go to any Exchange customer service 
department at their main Exchange store to add funds or 
make changes to their child’s lunch account.

To find out more about the school meals served by the 
Exchange, log onto www.shopmyexchange.com, go to 
“Community Info” at the bottom of the page, and click on 
“School Lunch Program.”

“We’re always working to offer 
students in the Pacific region 
healthier and tastier choices. 

We’re spicing up our school lunch 
menu with items that have been 
specifically chosen for their mass 

appeal.”

Troops’ investment in Zama Exchange 
pays off for entire community
By Myra Dizon
Exchange Public Affairs

The Camp Zama Exchange is paying dividends 
in more ways than one, as Soldiers exercising their 
benefit by dining and shopping on post last year 
generated a dividend of $282,679.63.

These funds are critical to the Army Installation 
Management Command’s ability to enhance local 
programs and facilities, including the Yano Fitness 
Center, Camp Zama Bowling Alley and the Camp 
Zama Golf Course.

“Historically, roughly two-thirds of Exchange 
earnings are paid to Morale, Welfare and Recreation 
programs, with the other third used to build new 
stores or renovate existing facilities,” said the Camp 
Zama Exchange’s General Manager Shirley Huth. 
“As a result, authorized shoppers are essentially 
investing in a benefit that generates a healthy return 
by directly improving Army quality-of-life efforts.” 

With a mission to provide quality goods and 
services at competitively low prices and generate 
earnings to support quality of life efforts, the dual 
benefit the Exchange provides goes far beyond the 
clothes, electronics and snacks on shelves.

Shoppers who visit the Exchange, either online at 
www.shopmyexchange.com or in person here at Camp 
Zama, actually help make the military community 
a better place to live and work. In fact, purchases 
made at Exchange operations in the past 10 years 
have provided more than $2.4 billion to military 
programs such as Youth Services, post functions, 
gyms and aquatic centers.
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UpcomingOngoing Events

EEO Counselor Training at Camp Zama
The Equal Employment Opportunity Office is 

currently soliciting U.S. civilian employees interested 
in serving as volunteer collateral duty EEO counselors. 
A certification training course is scheduled for Sept. 17 
through 21 at Camp Zama. Those who complete the 
course will be certified as U.S. Army EEO counselors 
and will be able to perform that function at any Army 
installation in the U.S. or abroad. Call 263-7182 for more 
information.

Login Changes for TRICARE Online
As of the first week of August, users are no longer able to 

access or log into TRICARE Online using their MHS/iAS 
username and password. If users currently access TRICARE 
Online using this method, is is strongly recommended that 
they register for a Premium DS Logon account so they can 
continue to access the site. This change does not affect login via 
Common Access Card.

Renewal Due for Free, Reduced Lunch
If you utilized Camp Zama and Sagamihara Housing Area 

schools’ Free and Reduced Lunch program provided through 
the Army and Air Force Exchange Service last year, it is time to 
submit a new application. Applications expire June 30 each year. 
Visit Parent Central Services, Bldg. 533, for an application.

Mandatory STI/HIV Training
Mandatory STI/HIV training, offered via U.S. Army Medi-

cal Command Japan’s Preventive Medicine, is now available for 
all units. Call 263-505 to schedule a date and time.

“Star Light Cinema 2012 @ Yebisu Garden 
Place, Tokyo, Now - Aug. 26 

Doll Expo 2012 @ Grand Prince Hotel, 
Shin-Takanawa, Tokyo, Now - Aug. 27 

Dinosaurs in Yokohama 2012 @ Fukui 
Prefectural Dinosaur Museum, Pacific 
Yokohama, Now - Aug. 27

Midtown Water Works 2012 @ Tokyo 
Midtown, Now - Sept. 2

The free 10-minute light-and-waterworks show is 
performed by radiating full-color laser lights to fogs and 
water splashes at 8 p.m. on weekdays and 7:40 and 8:30 
p.m. on weekends.   

The British Museum - “Journey through 
the Afterlife: Ancient Egyptian Book of the 
Dead @ Roppongi Hills Mori Arts Center 
Gallery, Tokyo, Now - Sept. 17

International Model Railroad Convention 
@ Tokyo Big Sight, Aug. 17 - 19

Hisano Yamazaki
hisano.yamazaki.jp@yokota.af.mil

What’s Happening
Outside the Gate?

Women’ Equality Day Observance
Camp Zama’s Women’s Equality Day Observance will be held 3 

p.m. on Aug. 22 at the Community Activity Center. Col. Theresa 
Gonzales, director of communications for the Office of the Surgeon 
General, will deliver a presentation entitled “The Price of Equality: 
A High-Yield Investment in our Future.” Refreshments will be 
served following the event. Call 263-8322 for more information. 

DoDDS ‘Teacher’s Day’
The Department of Defense Dependents Schools will hold 

a “Teacher’s Day” Aug. 23 from 2 to 4 p.m. at the Camp Zama 
Community Club to provide teachers with an “Army 101” 
session. All directors and director equivalents are required to 
attend nd be prepared to answer questions.

Appropriated Funds GPC Training
The next Appropriated Funds Goverrnment Purchase Crd 

training at Camp Zama will be held Aug. 28 from 9 a.m. to 
noon. Certificate and appointment letters are due by Aug. 21. 
You will be informed of the location upon acceptance to the 
training. Call 263-5534 for more information.

Veterans Affairs Rep to Visit Camp Zama
A Veterans Affairs Overseas Military Services coordinator 

will be at the Camp Zama Transition Service Center located in 
Bldg. 102, Room M-107 on Sept. 6 and 7. Call 263-3940 to 
schedule an appointment to discuss your veteran’s benefits. 

9/11 Prayer Breakfast at Camp Zama
A 9/11 Prayer Breakfast will be held Sept. 11 beginning at 

6:30 a.m. at the Camp Zama Community Club. Chaplain 
(Col.) Gary Hensley, the command chaplain for U.S. Army 
Japan, will be the gust speaker. Free American breakfast tickets 
will be available through unit chaplains and the U.S. Army 
Garrison Japan Chaplain’s office by calling 263-4898. 
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By Dustin Perry
Editor

NAVAL AIR FACILITY ATSUGI, 
Japan – The weeklong “SonSurf Beach 
Bash” Vacation Bible School concluded 
here Aug. 10, drawing more than 170 
children to the base for five days of 
outreach, learning and fun, the event’s 
director said.

The event was coordinated by the U.S. 
Army Garrison Japan Chaplain’s Office 
and also included attendees and volunteers 
from nearby Camp Zama, the installation 
on which the unit is located.

“Vacation Bible School is meant to be 
an outreach tool to invite children to come 
and learn about Jesus and God’s love,” said 
Tanya Waner. “This is just a fun way to do 
that.”

The children, who ranged from 
pre-kindergarten to sixth-grade age, had 
a range of activities available to them 
throughout the week.

“The activities were centered on what 
the Bible story was for that day; [the 
children] were at each station for about 
20 minutes, so they were constantly doing 
something new and different, and that kept 
them engaged.” said Waner. “Everything 
was reinforced by the crafts and snacks 
they made, the games they played, and the 
songs they sang.”

First-time attendee Emily Coates, 10, 
said she thought Vacation Bible School 
would be fun because enjoys attending 
church and learning new things about 

Vacation Bible School offers outreach, learning, fun

God. The opportunity to participate with 
other children her age who were there for 
the same purpose was extremely beneficial, 
Emily said.

“I thought all the activities were very 
exciting and fun,” said Emily. “My favorite 
activity was the Bible room, because I liked 
learning the stories about Jesus. I also liked 
the craft room because we got to make 
things, and there was a purpose for the 

things we made.”
Based on the large number of youth 

attendees, their positive reception toward 
the activities, and their retention of the 
lessons offered throughout the week, 
Waner said she considered this year’s 
Vacation Bible School a huge success.

“Hopefully we can get these children 
and their families engaged in other chapel 
activities and kind of grow the chapel and 

other ministries we have throughout the 
school year,” said Waner. “We just want to 
keep the message going.”

Emily affirmed that the event was a 
positive experience that encouraged her to 
want to participate in future years. 

“I would say that if you believe in 
God, then Vacation Bible School is a nice 
thing to help you get involved with your 
community – and because it’s really fun.”

A volunteer recites a Bible story to children attending “SonSurf Beach Bash” Vacation Bible School Aug. 10 at Naval Air Facility. U.S. Army photo by Dustin Perry
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By Chip Steitz
10th RSG Public Affairs

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa – A team 
of culinary specialists from the Army took 
first place in the inaugural island-wide, 
interservice cook-off held July 28 at the 
Field House here.

The event, hosted by U.S. Army Japan 
in Okinawa, pitted teams from each 
service in a competition designed to test 
the military’s culinary skills across the 
island. Placing second through fourth, 
respectively, were the Air Force, Marines 
and Navy. 

Representing the winning Army team 
were Staff Sgt. Jaeson Price, Sgt. Dawn 
Walles and Spcs. Metzaly Ayalavargas and 
Joey Prince, all assigned to 1st Battalion, 
1st Air Defense Artillery at nearby Kadena 
Air Base.

During remarks prior to the start of 
the competition, 10th Regional Support 
Group Commander Col. Sheila A. Bryant 
asserted the significance of the event. 

“This is the first island-wide cook-off, 
but we hope to make this the beginning 
of strong tradition for years to come on 
Okinawa,” said Bryant. “Let’s show our 
support for these culinary warriors as 
they strive to be recognized as the best on 

Army wins Okinawa’s island-wide, interservice cook-off

Sgt. Dawn Walles prepares a unique three-part dessert that was part of the inaugural island-wide, interservice cook-off 
held July 28 at Camp Foster. Service members from the Marines, Army, Navy and Air Force conpeted, with the Army 

Okinawa.”
Participants from each of the services 

spoke about the value of the competition 
and the impact programs like it will have 
on their careers.

“I think it’s a great opportunity for 
the different armed services to come 
together and showcase their skills, as 

well as learn different things from each 
other,” said Walles. “It was a pretty intense 
competition; time flew by quickly, but it 
showed what you were really made of.”

Sgt. 1st Class Sherri Engelhardt, who 
organized the event, talked about the 
importance of the competition in building 
life-learning skills. 

“I’m really excited that the food service 
personnel had a chance to experience 
the culinary world on a different level,” 
said Engelhardt. “This competition is 
something that opened their eyes to more 
than just cooking in the dining facility.”

The competition allowed the 
participants to showcase their creative 
cooking skills, both as individuals and as 
part of a team, said Joel Kursman, a judge 
at the event. 

“In this type of an event, [the 
competitors] are able to be creative 
and capitalize on the talents of all 
team members regardless of rank,” said 
Kursman. “The service members at 
this level push themselves to develop 
and maintain the highest standards of 
professional excellence.” 

The winning appetizer, salad, entree 
and dessert included the following items: 
watermelon and avocado soup; coconut 
and shrimp salad with honey-glazed 
vinegar; salmon with a honey mustard 
gaze; almond chicken rice; butter garlic 
asparagus; and a three-way dessert: fruit 
pizza, cheesecake and chocolate toffee. 

“It was a remarkable event, supported 
by the joint community,” said Bryant. “The 
tension was high, and the competition was 
fierce.”

By Sgt. 1st Class Howard Reed 
10th RSG Public Affairs

TORII STATION, Okinawa – It is a humid Friday 
morning in Okinawa and Soldiers from the 10th Regional 
Support Group here make their way inside the Sobe 
Community Center in Yomitan Village. They welcome the 
coolness of the air-conditioner and notice the smiles and 
cheers from local Japanese students who are there to grasp 
the English language.

As the Soldiers place study materials and bags of 
candy on a table, the children demonstrate to them their 
progress by saying, “Welcome.” The Soldiers respond in 
their students’ native language, “Arigatou gozaimasu,” or, 
“Thank you.”

The Soldiers teach the students fundamental English, 
to include numbers and common phrases. The preferred 
method of teaching involves students hearing the words, 
speaking them, and then transition to using words in a 
sentence.

“It is better when both parties are receptive to learning,” 
said Master Sgt. James Young, assigned to Headquarters 
and Headquarters Company, 10th RSG. “These classes 
serve to foster a great relationship between Soldiers and the 
neighboring community.”

Young, a third-year English instructor, added that 
cultural exchanges are vital to the mission of the Army on 
Okinawa.

“This allows the youth to see us [as something] other 
than a military force,” said Young. “Any time you’re 
stationed in another country, it’s a great idea to be an 
asset within the host nation, breaking down barriers of 
communication.”

The classes are a result of the interaction with Sobe 
Ward District representatives in Yomitan Village. The 
classes assist students in preparing for an ever-changing 
society where knowing more than one language is 
becoming the norm, said Yumiko Uchima, a community 
relations officer assigned to U.S. Army Garrison Torii 
Station.

Soldiers on Okinawa teach English, strengthen bonds with local youth community

(From left): Sgt. Manuel Romero and Master Sgt. James Young, both assigned to the 10th Regional Support Group, teach English to Japanese students at 
the Sobe Community Center in Yomitan Village, Okinawa. Soldiers from the unit teach classes weekly to foster friendship and strengthen the bonds between 

“It’s very important for the children to understand 
the different cultures and similarities within [different] 
societies,” said Uchima. “The classes provide students 
something productive to do during the summer vacation. 
The students love the class.”

The English language instruction program began 
in 2011. The 10th RSG, in coordination with USAG-
Torii Station, provides Soldiers opportunities to assist 
with the cultural exchange programs that strengthen the 
relationship between Army units there and their local 
communities. The Soldiers teach twice a week for one 

hour at the Sobe Community Center.
The community engagement serves as a platform for 

Soldiers to give back to their neighboring community 
while strengthening the relationship between the citizens 
of Okinawa and the Americans living and working there.

Norihiko Ikehara, chief of the Sobe Ward District 
Chief, said he has received positive feedback from the 
community regarding this important initiative.

“The class brings with it joy and excitement to the 
children,” said Ikehara. “Each week they look forward to it 
and are very interested in learning new things.”
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Classified ads not pertaining to commercial 
profit are free to military personnel, DA 
civilians, family members and MLC/
IHA employees. Ads should be 20 
words or less with non-workplace email 
or phone numbers listed. To submit a 
classified ad, email tetsuo.nakahara4.
ln@mail.mil. However, the Rising 
Sun reserves the right not to publish 
inappropriate advertisements. Deadline 
is no later than noon Mondays.

Appropriated Fund (APF) and 
Nonappropriated Fund (NAF) job 
vacancies are available for viewing at www.
armycivilianservice.com and www.usajobs.com 
To apply for vacancy positions, applicant(s) 
must apply through one of those website. 
For submitting applications/resumes, please 
read the ‘How To Apply’ section on the 
vacancy announcements. Applications/
resumes are no longer accepted at the CPAC 
or NAF Human Resources Office.

 For questions regarding APF vacancies, 
please call 263-3755.

For questions regarding NAF vacancies, 
please call 263-5800.

Non-appropriated fund Pacific Stars & 
Stripes job announcements are available 
online at http://cpol.army.mil. For more 
information, call the Job Information 
Center at 229-3163.

Japanese national position vacancies are 
posted on the Internet at http://www.usagj.
jp.pac.army.mil/ima/sites/jeso/rp_jjobs_list_j.
asp. Application forms are available on 
the same site. Selection status can also be 
checked. For more information, call 263-
3325.

Jobs

Animal adoption: Dogs and cats are 
available for adoption at the Camp Zama 
Veterinary Clinic. For more information, 
call 263-3875.

Nurse Practitioner/Physician Assistant 
(Part-Time): The U.S. Embassy Tokyo is 
seeking candidates for the following position: 
Nurse Practitioner/Physician Assistant (Part-
Time). For position details and application 
procedures, please see U.S. Embassy website: 
http://japan.usembassy.gov/e/info/tinfo-jobs.
html 

Pharmacist, Intermittent (420 hours):  
Provides pharmacist services for outpatient 
pharmacy at MEDDAC-Japan, Camp Zama.  
Must have A degree in Pharmacy from an 

accredited school in the United States or 
Canada.  This is a contract positions open 
to SOFA status applicants.  Resumes may 
be sent to Yoshiyasu.Aoki@us.army.mil.  
ALL applicants shall register in the Central 
Contractor Registration (CCR) at www.
ccr.gov. 

Security Attendants Needed: This is a 
part-time position; training wil be provided. 
Hourly pay $13. For more information, 
stop by Bldg. 102, Room A-101, next to 
the Student Transportation Office. Call 
263-5898 for more information. 

Project/Task Manager: General Dynamics 
Information Technology is looking for a 
project manager at Camp Zama. Candidates 
must be a graduate of a military command 
and staff college or higher and have experience 
with the U.S. Army doctrine, organization, 
and procedures. Apply by sending a cover 
letter and resume to asdjobs@gdit.com with 
“Camp Zama” in the subject line. General 
Dynamics Information Technology is an 
Equal Opportunity and Affirmative Action 
Employer. 

Anti-Terrorism/Force Protection 
instructors: Positions are available with 
Firearms Academy of Hawaii, Inc. Duties 
include instruction of marksmanship, watch 
standing and tactical team movements. 
Position location is Yokosuka Naval Base, 
Japan. Marksmanship instructor experience 
is a must. Tactical team movement experience 
is desired. Qualified candidates may call 
243-6171 or send resumes to yeagleycj@
yahoo.com.

Security attendant: This is a part-time/flex 
position, and training will be provided. Call 
263-5898 for more information, or visit Bldg. 
919, Room 508 at Camp Zama.

Camp Zama Photography Club: We are a 
social organization open to all Military, DoD, 
MLC employees and their families. Our 
goal is to discuss, appreciate, and promote 
photography as an art, as well as develop the 
skills of our members through local events 
and mentoring. Members of all skill levels 
are eligible to join. For information about 
upcoming meetings, events, and a look at 
what the club is all about, visit our website 
http://zamadesu.net/czpc, or send us an email 
at CZPhotoClub@gmail.com. 

Alcoholics  Anonymous:Alcohol ics 
Anonymous is now meeting on Camp Zama.  
AA is a no-cost, confidential forum for those 
seeking support and fellowship in a lifestyle 
free of alcohol and drugs. Meeting times are 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday, 
1900 - 2000. Location is building 533, 2nd 
floor. For more information, contact Garrett 
at 090-1771-4271

Cub Scout Pack 34: P34 meets every 2nd 
Thurs 7 p.m. Zama Scout Hut Bldg 533. 
Parents & Single-Soldier Volunteers are 
welcome. All boys age 7 or grades 1 – 5 
are encouraged to join us for great learning 
experiences, character building and fun! 
Contact cubmaster@zamacubscouts.org.

ZaCSA’s East Meets West Shop: located 
behind the dry cleaners on Camp Zama, 
carries vintage Japanese items and 
collectibles. Store hours are year round, 
every Tuesday from 10a.m. to 2:30p.m., and 
from August to May, every Thursday from 
4p.m. to 6:30p.m. Profits from the shop go 
back to the community in scholarships and 
welfare grants. For additional information 
please call 263-5533. Stop on by and check 
it out.

Instructors: Child Youth & School Services 
SKIESUnlimited Program is looking for 
certified instructors to teach the following 
classes;filmmaking, dance, guitar, piano, 
martial arts, gymnastics, boxing, drivers 
education and digital arts. SKIES is also 
looking for either certified or volunteer 
instructors for Art, Photography, Bowling, 
Cooking, Babysittingand Academic Support. 
If interested, please contact Nicholas Andrews, 
SKIESUnlimited Director at 263-5441.

Volunteer at U.S. Army Garrison Japan Postal 
Service Center: Volunteer opportunities are 
available in the USAGJ Postal Service Center, 
we will provide you with valuable training in 
Post Office and Unit Mailroom operations. 
Please contact Army Community Services 
at 263-8087 for details and assistance on 
volunteering your services.

English teachers: A small off-post home 
school(about 200 students) near Sagami 
Depot. First time teachers welcome! Classes 
available Mon. – Thu. 1pm to 9pm (No 
weekends or Fridays!) Call for details. Derek 
Partington English School, home 042-
756-4483; cell 090-3082-4439 or E-mail: 

Other local positions

Wanted

Pets

partngtn@jcom.home.ne.jp

ESL teacher: Seeking ESL teachers for two 
conversational group classes. One requires 
travel to Tama and is very accessible by car. 
Meeting times are the 1st and 3rd Sat. from 
10:30 a.m. – noon for one class and Sat. from 
3 to 4 p.m. for the second. Pay is ¥7,500 and 
¥3,000 per hour respectively. Call 090-549-
6725 or e-mail shantee12@yahoo.com. 

Instructor: Arts and Crafts Center seeks 
instructors to teach sewing, water color 
painting, washi paper craft and/or acrylic 
paint arts. Also looking for contracted framer 
who has at least three years experience in 
framing production.For more information, 
call Nodera-san at 263-4412.

Help needed: yard cleaning, house cleaning, 
and other chores. Compensations are upon 
agreements. Please contact x35477@gmail.
com, or call 080-5879-8318.

Child and Youth Program Assistant (Level 
2-4), (CYS, Zama & SHA), CY-1/2, RFT/
RPT, $9.59 - $17.09, Close: June 30, 2012

Lead Child and Youth Program Assistant 
(Level 5), SHA, CY-02, RFT, $13.14 - 
$17.09, Close: June 30, 2012

Recreation Assistant (Lifeguard), RD, NF-
02, Flex, $ 9.29, Close: Oct. 31, 2012

Food Service Worker, BD, Flex, NA-02, 
$8.77, Close: October 10, 2012

Recreation Assistant, RD, Sagami Depot, 
Flex, NF-02, $ 9.29, Close: October 5, 
2012

MOVIE SCHEDULE
Sagamihara Theater

For ratings and run times, visit: www.
shopmyexchange.com/ReelTimeTheatres/

Movies-CampZama.htm

Atsugi Cinema 77
For ratings and run times, visit: www.cnic.navy.

mil/Atsugi/FleetAndFamilyReadiness/
ThingsToDo/Entertainment/index.htm

Thursday, Aug. 16
5:30 p.m. – Rock of Ages

Friday, Aug. 17
6 p.m. – The Bourne Legacy
9:30 p.m. – The Campaign

Saturday, Aug. 18
9:30 p.m. – Ted

Sunday, Aug. 19
2 p.m. – Brave
4:30 p.m. – The Bourne Legacy
8 p.m. – Ted

Monday, Aug. 20
7 p.m. – The Campaign

Tuesday, Aug. 21
5:30 p.m. – Total Recall

Wednesday, Aug. 22
7 p.m. – Brave
9:30 p.m. – Ted

Thursday, Aug. 23
5:30 p.m. – The Bourne Legacy

Thursday, Aug. 16
6 p.m. – Total Recall

Friday, Aug. 17
6 p.m. – The Bourne Legacy
9 p.m. – Hope Springs

Saturday, Aug. 18
3 p.m. – Rock of Ages
6 p.m. – The Bourne Legacy
9 p.m. – The Campaign

Sunday, Aug. 19
3 p.m. – Hope Springs 
6 p.m. – That’s My Boy

Monday, Aug. 20
6 p.m. – The Campaign

Tuesday, Aug. 21
6 p.m. – The Bourne Legacy

Wednesday, Aug. 22
6 p.m. – The Campaign

Thursday, Aug. 23
6 p.m. – Hope Springs

Others
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By Gary Sheftick
Army News Service

LONDON – U.S. military athletes 
at the London 2012 Olympics Closing 
Ceremony on Sunday night had more than 
just fans cheering them on throughout the 
games.

Service members competing in London 
had a support network of family members 
and fellow Soldiers who came to help them 
train and to provide motivation.

U.S. Army World Class Athlete 
Program wrestler Spc. Justin Lester had 
his wife, daughter, parents and more than 
a dozen friends and family members from 
Akron, Ohio, there to see him compete 
in the Olympic Greco-Roman wrestling 
tournament. The group – all wearing the 
same WCAP T-shirts emblazoned with 
Lester’s name on the front – included two 
of his former wrestling coaches and three 
teammates from his high school wrestling 
squad.

About $26,000 was raised by the 
community of Akron so that the Lester 
family could travel to London and see him 
compete. Cradle Gear made a substantial 
donation, family members said, and so did 
an 82nd Airborne Division veteran who 
donated $3,000.

Lester stopped in Akron to visit family 
and friends before coming to London for 
the Olympics.

June 30 was declared Justin Lester 
Day in Akron with a proclamation signed 
by the mayor. The Akron Bible Church 
held a community day attended by many, 
including the president of the city council. 
Lester also participated in a free wrestling 
clinic that day for youth in Akron.

“The whole community got behind us 
and supported us and we are so grateful,” 
said Lester’s sister, Kenya Young.

Brad Sanderson was one of three of 
Lester’s former high school wrestling 
teammates who came to the Olympics to 
support him.

“He was an inspiration to our team,” 
Sanderson said of their high school days.

Al McIntosh, a former wrestling coach 
at Cuyanoga Valley Christian Academy, 
provided Lester wrestling pointers when 
the athlete was only 10 years old. Young 
Lester would come to high school wrestling 
practice with his older brother, Damian.

“I saw his talent then,” McIntosh said 
while sitting in the bleachers at London’s 
ExCel Centre before Lester’s match against 
Germany’s Frank Staebler.

The academy’s current head coach, 
Dave Bergen, was also at the arena to cheer 
on his former wrestler.

“I’m going to think of this as a huge 
positive,” Bergen said of Lester’s wrestling 
after he lost to Staebler in the repechage 
wrestle-back and finished the tournament 
in eighth place. Bergen said there are 
at most 15 wrestlers of Lester’s caliber 
in the world in the 66-kilogram weight 
class, which is 145.5 pounds. He said 
just making it to the Olympics is a major 
achievement.

The wrestler’s father, Fred B. Lester, 

Military athletes at Olympics enjoy Army family support

agreed, and added that he was proud of his 
son just making it to the Olympics. He has 
followed Justin to tournaments all over the 
world, including one in Azerbaijan, where 
Lester earned a bronze medal. Despite 
failing to make it to the bronze-medal 
match in London, Fred said the family is 
going to tour the city and celebrate.

The family had the opportunity to see 
the London Bridge, Jubilee Bridge and the 
Tower of London, among other sites.

“All day long we’re walking the streets 
and there’s so much to see,” said the 
wrestler’s sister, Sandra Lester. “My camera’s 
all full. This is so amazing.” 

Lester’s wife, Staci, and 2-year-old 
daughter, Zurriana, were also in London. 
At the ExCel Centre, Staci held young 
Zurriana, who enthusiastically waved an 
American flag in the grandstands while her 
father wrestled on the mat.

Lester is a three-time U.S. National 
Champion and a six-time U.S. World 
Team member.

Lester’s mother, Verleane, said it was a 
good decision because the Army has helped 
her son: “It helped him a lot with his 
training and his diet. I think it was a good 
choice.”

Some of Lester’s WCAP teammates were 
also in London to help him and fellow 
wrestlers.

WCAP heavyweight wrestler Spc. 
Timothy Taylor was there as an alternate 
Olympian. When he was not helping 
train the three Army wrestlers who were 
competing in the games, he was out 
touring the city.

“Everybody’s super friendly here,” 
Taylor said. 

“The history is cool,” he said. “We 

walked into one pub that said ‘last 
remodeled in 1767.’”

Taylor, however, said the language 
is sometimes difficult to understand in 
London.

“Everybody’s talking English, but you 
can barely understand what they’re saying,” 
Taylor said. “The slang is all different.”

First Sgt. Terrence Burkett of the U.S. 
Army World Class Athlete Program at Fort 
Carson, Colo., was in London to watch his 
wrestlers compete. 

“It’s been quite an experience,” Burkett 
said, even though none of his WCAP 
athletes earned an Olympic medal. The 
only Soldier to win a medal in the 2012 
games was Sgt. Vincent Hancock of the 
U.S. Army Marksmanship Unit, who took 
the gold in skeet shooting and set two 
Olympic records in the process.

Army family member Jamie Gray, 
wife of USAMU shooter Staff Sgt. Hank 
Gray, won an Olympic gold medal in the 
women’s 50-meter 3-positions rifle event 
Aug. 4 at the Royal Artillery Barracks. 

Air Force family member Janay 
DeLoach also won a bronze medal in the 
women’s long jump Aug. 8 at Olympic 
Stadium. Her father, retired Chief Master 
Sgt. William DeLoach, now a contract 
employee at Edwards Air Force Base, Calif., 
was at the stadium to see her compete.

“My dad’s here with me, cheering me 
on,” DeLoach said. “He’s been there the 
whole way through. He’s always supported 
me in all my endeavors.”

While in London for the past two 
weeks, Staff Sgt. John Nunn did more than 
prepare for the Olympic 50-kilometer race 
walk on Aug. 11. His mother and daughter 
Ella, 8, joined him in London and together 

they toured historic sites in the city. They 
also watched the musical “War Horse” 
together in downtown London.

Nunn appeared on a segment of the 
NBC Today Show early in the Olympics 
to show hosts of the program – and the 
American public – how to race walk. He 
also cheered on other American athletes 
in venues including basketball, gymnastics 
and swimming, along with the first night 
of track and field.

“Friendship through sports,” is the spirit 
of the Olympic Games said Team USA 
assistant wrestling coach and retired Army 
Staff Sgt. Shon Lewis. He said interacting 
with other athletes on and off the mat is all 
part of that Olympic spirit.

The spirit of the games is something 
that excites WCAP athlete Spc. Dennis 
Bowsher, who competed in the modern 
pentathlon Aug. 11.

Bowsher said he was exhausted after the 
five sports in one day of the pentathlon, 
but said he would walk in the Olympic 
Closing Ceremony, even if it was that night 
instead of the next.

“I’d still go and have a blast,” Bowsher 
said. “It’s the spirit of the Olympic games.”

His father, John Bowsher, his sister, 
Devon, and his niece came to London 
to see him perform. His father works for 
Hilton, who provided some assistance 
for the trip, and the athlete lauded that 
because he said it’s often difficult for family 
members to travel to international events.

The Olympics were the first time his 
father and sister have seen him in an 
international competition, Bowsher said.

“To have them see me for the first 
time internationally on the big stage was 
something,” he added.

Zurriana Lester, 2, waves a U.S. flag to cheer on her father, Army World Class Athlete Program’s Spc. Justin Lester, as he competes in Olympic Greco-Roman wrestling at ExCel Centre 
in London, Aug. 7. Her mother, Staci Lester, holds Zurriana and to her left is Al McIntosh, who coached Lester in wrestling. U.S. Army photo by Gary Sheftick
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By Tetsuo Nakahara
Photo Editor

Fuji Rock Festival, Japan’s biggest 
music festival, concluded July 29 at Naeba, 
Niigata, with more than 140,000 music 
lovers from throughout the world who 
flocked to the mountainside resort for the 
three-day event. 

Fuji Rock marked its 16th year with 
a record-breaking number of attendees 
and more than 150 international bands, 
including some of the biggest names in the 
music industry, performing a continuous 
stream of amazing live shows from 
morning to night in the idyllic natural 
environment.

Several stages were set up throughout 
the Naeba Ski Resort to host the 
performances. The Green Stage, the venue’s 
largest stage, had a capacity for more than 
40,000 people. It was on the Green Stage 
where headlining bands the Stone Roses, 
Noel Gallagher’s High Flying Birds and 
Radiohead put on three electric shows on 
consecutive nights. 

Attendance at last year’s festival was 
lower than average as a result of the 
earthquake and tsunami that struck Japan 
four months earlier. However, this year’s 
strong lineup of bands beckoned fans 
from around the world to return to Japan’s 
favorite festival.

Closing-night headliners Radiohead 

drew the largest and most energetic crowd 
of the entire event for their extended 
performance of 20-plug songs. Lead 
singer Thom Yorke led the band through 
a rousing set that highlighted tracks from 
their most recent album, 2011’s The King 
of Limbs. They also played fan favorites like 
“Karma Police and “Paranoid Android” 
from their universally acclaimed 1997 
album OK Computer.

On the grounds at Fuji Rock is a 
campsite for attendees who wish to spend 
their nights under the stars rather than in 
a hotel room. More than 18,000 people 
camp at the site, located just a five-minute 
walk from the venue’s main gate.

There are economically priced hotels 

in Naeba within walking distance to the 
festival. However, these tend to get fully 
booked months before the event. For 
anyone interested in attending Fuji Rock 
next year who prefers indoor lodging, it is 
recommended to make reservations early.

Fuji Rock is known for being an “eco-
friendly” festival, and is considered to be 
one of the cleanest of its kind in the world. 
There are various efforts made to reduce 
environmental emissions during the event 
every year.

If you are looking for an event that 
combines the joy of live music with the 
serenity of the outdoors, Fuji Rock Festival 
is an ideal destination during your stay in 
Japan.

Fuji Rock Festival shakes Japan
Thom Yorke, lead singer of Radiohead, performs with his band as the closing-night headliners on the Green Stage of the Fuji Rock Festival July 29. Radiohead drew the largest and most energetic crowd of the entire event for their extended 
performance of 20-plug songs.  Photo by Masanori Naruse

Fuji Rock Festival drew more than 140,000 music lovers from throughout the world. Photo by Uchutenshi Star At the Drive-In perform on the White Stage. The band reunited after 11 years.  Photo by Yasuyuki Kasagi 
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