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PRINCE DIED WITHOUT A WILL! 

BY: RUDY WARTELLA 

 Many music fans are mourning the death of “Prince” Rogers Nelson.  There are reports that Prince left 
behind a vault full of unreleased albums.  There are also reports that he left a sizable estate.  Most shocking is 
that Prince apparently died without ever having executed a Will!  The importance of having an updated Will 
can’t be over stated.  If you die without a Will, your estate is divided according to the probate laws of the State 
of your domicile.  These laws might not mirror/favor your wishes.  While the rich-and-famous have the 
resources to pay to have a Will prepared for them, Soldiers, too, are privileged and eligible to go to a military 
Legal Assistance Office to have their Will prepared for them for FREE by a Legal Assistance Attorney.  You 
have no idea how much heartache and frustration can be prevented by the drawing up of this important 
document.   
 

You do not need to be a millionaire to have or need a Will.  Although it is not required for a Soldier to 
have a Will, it is just good sense for most Soldiers to have one.  And, although it is an exceptionally good idea, 
commanders cannot order Soldiers to get Wills, as having a Will is totally voluntary.   
 

If you have a Will, it is recommended that you review your Will at least once a year to ensure that it still 
accurately reflects your personal circumstances and desires.  One way to remember is to review your Will each 
year on your birthday.  If there have been no major changes during the past year, then the Will can be placed 
back in a fireproof box until next year’s review or until there is a significant change in your life.   
 
 A significant change would be a change in your marital status, the number of children you have, your 
state of legal residence, or any of the named individuals in your Will (beneficiary, guardian, or trustee).  
Changes to your Will should never be made by pen-and-ink corrections to the document itself which would 
open it up to question.  Anyone who wants to revise their Will or other estate planning documents should make 
an appointment to see a Legal Assistance Attorney to get them updated.   
 
 A Will can be many years old but still accurate if nothing significant has changed in your life.  There is 
nothing that says that a Will made 10 years ago, for example, needs to be re-done simply based on the age of 
the document.  On the other hand, a Will could have been made 6 months ago, but if you have divorced since 
then, it is considered a good time to update this document.  A major change in your life, such as marriage, 
divorce, or birth of your first child or any subsequent children, means it is time for a new Will regardless of 
when the last Will was made.  To remove any doubt, review and update your Will as needed.   
 
 If you would like a Will prepared, or if you have a Will and would like to make some changes to it, the 
Torii Station Legal Assistance Office can prepare a new one for you.  Please call 644-4332 for an appointment. 

 


